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We Are At Your Service

06.2016

In 28 years of representing people in the courts, I am thankful to you for entrusting us with sensitive legal matters over the 
years. When you refer someone to our � rm, it is your highest compliment to us. You have given us the opportunity to serve 
someone, and we are very appreciative of this opportunity. It is a privilege for us to represent you. Let us be clear. We are 
at your service. 

DEVELOPMENTS

May was a busy time at our law � rm and in our family. In our family, our daughter Emma grad-
uated from University of Notre Dame on May 15, 2016. Emma has credentials to teach middle 
school and high school in Illinois and is seeking the right � t for her future. Our daughter Kate 
graduated from Naperville North High School on May 18, 2016 and will attend Marquette 
University in the Fall. We spent a lot of family time in May travelling to our kids events. 
Michelle and I attended countless soccer and baseball games and volunteered at a number 
of track meets. (I found out I can still rake a long jump pit fairly well.) Michelle and I traveled 
to Charleston, Illinois for the State track meet and watched Kate run one of her � nal races. 
We moved two girls (and their stuff) out of their dorm rooms and carted them back to Chez 

Shannon. We feel blessed to have all of our children home for a few weeks this summer before they 
move on this Fall. Trying to enjoy the moments of 8 people at the dinner table.

Pat attended a Volunteer Attorney Expungement Summit Training at the Daley Center on May 19. At 
this Summit, lawyers were trained how to seek court expungement for minor criminal offenses so 
that employees can seek better job opportunities. Way to go Pat!

On February 26, 2016, we � led a case in Cook County Circuit Court on behalf of our client who was 
permanently injured and rendered brain damaged and hospitalized due to the negligence of a truck-
ing company. Our client remains hospitalized three months later. There is no amount of money that will 
restore her to her pre-crash state of being. We are seeking to recover from the trucking company and its 
insurance company all of her extensive present and future medical bills, and more importantly compensa-
tion for her disability and loss of her normal life for her remaining years. 

In a case we tried to verdict in Cook County in 2015, a Cook County Circuit Court judge denied all of 
the defendants’ motions for a new trial on April 11, 2016. The transportation company defendant � led a 
notice of appeal on May 11, 2016. The case will now be reviewed by the First District Appellate Court. 

Congratulations are in order to our law clerk Patti Zimmerman. Patti recently 
graduated from Northern Illinois University School of Law. Patti will be taking the 
bar exam this summer and starting at her new job as legal counsel for the Northern Illinois Law Clinic 
in Rockford, Illinois. At the not for pro� t law clinic, Patti will work as a trial lawyer to advocate for the 
most vulnerable. Congraulations Patti! 
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Important Recall: Polaris ROVs
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) recently announced a recall of over 130,000 Polaris RZR recreational 
off-highway vehicles (ROVs) because of concerns that the vehicles can catch � re while being driven, posing � re and burn hazards 
to both drivers and passengers.

The recalled vehicles are the Polaris Model Year 2013-2016 RZR 900 and RZR 1000 ROVs.

Consumers are urged to immediately stop using the recalled ROVs and to contact their Polaris dealer 
for a free repair.

According to the CPSC, Polaris has received more than 160 reports of � res with the recalled RZR 
ROVs, resulting in one death of a 15-year old-passenger from a rollover that led to a � re, 
and 19 reports of injuries, including � rst, second and third degree burns.  

For more information regarding the recall, consumers can contact Polaris at 
800-POLARIS or 800-765-2747 from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. CT Monday through Friday 
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. CT Saturday and Sunday, or online at polaris.com by clicking 
on “Off-Road Safety Recalls” on the main page of the Polaris website. 

2

Be Extra Careful 
Signing That 
Settlement Release
If you’ve negotiated with the insurance company on your own, 
agreed on a settlement amount and are about to sign a settle-
ment release, there are some key things you need to be aware of:

First, there are certain rights you are likely giving up. For instance, let’s say that in a few months you discover that you need further 
legal action to help pay for injuries from your accident, and you decide that you need to hire an attorney. Odds are, as a result of 
the signed settlement release that’s in place, there will be little – if anything – that can be done, even with an attorney on your side.

The reason for that is because a settlement release is a document that � nalizes your accident claim. Essentially, you agree to ter-
minate your claim, and in exchange, the insurance company agrees to pay the settlement amount that was negotiated.

Problem is, most settlement releases are written in a way that precludes you from reopening the case or � ling an additional lawsuit 
for your injuries. You may be able to obtain an open-ended settlement release that would enable you to � le for compensation for 
future medical expenses, but those types of releases are rare.

So, what’s the big takeaway here? If you’re about to sign a settlement release, you must read every word of the document and 
clearly understand exactly what your rights are moving forward and what you’re agreeing to. And, you have to be sure that the 
settlement amount covers not only your current medical expenses, but also any potential future expenses. 

   June 2016 Important Dates 
June 11–12 – Annual Italian Feast of SS. Corocifi sso at Maryville 

(See http://sscrocifi sso.us/italian-feast-details/)

June 19 – Father’s Day      June 29 – Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul

Twenty years ago, we handled had a real stink of a case. Our clients returned from vacation to � nd a 
family of skunks in their basement. They called a company to remove the skunks and mayhem ensued. Lo 
and behold, the spray of the family of skunks found its way into the house’s HVAC system and stained the 
entire house with its odor. Our clients’ insurance company denied the claim outright. 

Fortunately, we were able to recover the full amount of the claim for our clients because skunks were not 
properly excluded from the homeowner’s policy.

While most people will never experience serious skunk property damage in their lifetime, many people will face damage to their 
home by � re other catastrophic event. Imagine this scenario: You have just sustained signi� cant damage to your home in a � re. You 
call your insurance company to notify them of the loss, hoping that they will do what they promised they would do when you gave 
them your premiums. Within a day, your insurance company calls you and asks for a recorded statement for your claim. What do 
you do? As an insured, you have an obligation to cooperate with your insurer. However, keep these helpful hints in mind before

Rule #1: Be Honest
Nothing sinks an insurance claim faster than dishonesty by the insured. It’s always important to be truthful, but especially so when 
dealing with your own insurance company. Do not gild the lily here. If you do not know the answer, just let them know you do not 

know the answer. 

Rule #2: Recognize the Situation
If your claim is a sizeable claim (your house 
just burned down), it is important that you 
understand the gravity of this situation. 
We just handled a claim for a client whose 
insurance company required her to give an 
examination under oath with an attorney 
during the claims process. She did so without 
her own lawyer present. After the statement, 
the insurance company denied the claim. We 
had to bring the insurance company before 
the court to get them to pay, but it took years 
to recover our client’s money. We highly 
advise you have an attorney present for your 
recorded statement to level the playing � eld.

Rule #3: Make a Detailed Inventory 
Now
Almost all insurance policies require the 
insured to make a detailed listing of all 
property damaged in the claim. So why not 
do it now. Inventory and photograph all of 
your valuables and keep these items in a safe 
place away from your home. It may seem 
tedious and overwhelming, but this is a critical 
step if you want to recover for all of the items 
lost in the claim.

Shannon Law Group, P.C. handles bad faith 
insurance cases in Illinois courts and in other 
courts throughout the country. We would be 
happy to meet with you and discuss your 
options. 
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Tips for Filing a Property Damage 
Claim with Your Own Insurer

Be Extra Careful 
Signing That 
Settlement Release
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FreeDailyCrosswords.com

Shannon Law Group, P.C. • (312) 578-9501 • www.ShannonLawGroup.com



Important Recall: Polaris ROVs
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) recently announced a recall of over 130,000 Polaris RZR recreational 
off-highway vehicles (ROVs) because of concerns that the vehicles can catch � re while being driven, posing � re and burn hazards 
to both drivers and passengers.

The recalled vehicles are the Polaris Model Year 2013-2016 RZR 900 and RZR 1000 ROVs.

Consumers are urged to immediately stop using the recalled ROVs and to contact their Polaris dealer 
for a free repair.

According to the CPSC, Polaris has received more than 160 reports of � res with the recalled RZR 
ROVs, resulting in one death of a 15-year old-passenger from a rollover that led to a � re, 
and 19 reports of injuries, including � rst, second and third degree burns.  

For more information regarding the recall, consumers can contact Polaris at 
800-POLARIS or 800-765-2747 from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. CT Monday through Friday 
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. CT Saturday and Sunday, or online at polaris.com by clicking 
on “Off-Road Safety Recalls” on the main page of the Polaris website. 

2

Be Extra Careful 
Signing That 
Settlement Release
If you’ve negotiated with the insurance company on your own, 
agreed on a settlement amount and are about to sign a settle-
ment release, there are some key things you need to be aware of:

First, there are certain rights you are likely giving up. For instance, let’s say that in a few months you discover that you need further 
legal action to help pay for injuries from your accident, and you decide that you need to hire an attorney. Odds are, as a result of 
the signed settlement release that’s in place, there will be little – if anything – that can be done, even with an attorney on your side.

The reason for that is because a settlement release is a document that � nalizes your accident claim. Essentially, you agree to ter-
minate your claim, and in exchange, the insurance company agrees to pay the settlement amount that was negotiated.

Problem is, most settlement releases are written in a way that precludes you from reopening the case or � ling an additional lawsuit 
for your injuries. You may be able to obtain an open-ended settlement release that would enable you to � le for compensation for 
future medical expenses, but those types of releases are rare.

So, what’s the big takeaway here? If you’re about to sign a settlement release, you must read every word of the document and 
clearly understand exactly what your rights are moving forward and what you’re agreeing to. And, you have to be sure that the 
settlement amount covers not only your current medical expenses, but also any potential future expenses. 

   June 2016 Important Dates 
June 11–12 – Annual Italian Feast of SS. Corocifi sso at Maryville 

(See http://sscrocifi sso.us/italian-feast-details/)

June 19 – Father’s Day      June 29 – Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul

Twenty years ago, we handled had a real stink of a case. Our clients returned from vacation to � nd a 
family of skunks in their basement. They called a company to remove the skunks and mayhem ensued. Lo 
and behold, the spray of the family of skunks found its way into the house’s HVAC system and stained the 
entire house with its odor. Our clients’ insurance company denied the claim outright. 

Fortunately, we were able to recover the full amount of the claim for our clients because skunks were not 
properly excluded from the homeowner’s policy.

While most people will never experience serious skunk property damage in their lifetime, many people will face damage to their 
home by � re other catastrophic event. Imagine this scenario: You have just sustained signi� cant damage to your home in a � re. You 
call your insurance company to notify them of the loss, hoping that they will do what they promised they would do when you gave 
them your premiums. Within a day, your insurance company calls you and asks for a recorded statement for your claim. What do 
you do? As an insured, you have an obligation to cooperate with your insurer. However, keep these helpful hints in mind before

Rule #1: Be Honest
Nothing sinks an insurance claim faster than dishonesty by the insured. It’s always important to be truthful, but especially so when 
dealing with your own insurance company. Do not gild the lily here. If you do not know the answer, just let them know you do not 

know the answer. 

Rule #2: Recognize the Situation
If your claim is a sizeable claim (your house 
just burned down), it is important that you 
understand the gravity of this situation. 
We just handled a claim for a client whose 
insurance company required her to give an 
examination under oath with an attorney 
during the claims process. She did so without 
her own lawyer present. After the statement, 
the insurance company denied the claim. We 
had to bring the insurance company before 
the court to get them to pay, but it took years 
to recover our client’s money. We highly 
advise you have an attorney present for your 
recorded statement to level the playing � eld.

Rule #3: Make a Detailed Inventory 
Now
Almost all insurance policies require the 
insured to make a detailed listing of all 
property damaged in the claim. So why not 
do it now. Inventory and photograph all of 
your valuables and keep these items in a safe 
place away from your home. It may seem 
tedious and overwhelming, but this is a critical 
step if you want to recover for all of the items 
lost in the claim.

Shannon Law Group, P.C. handles bad faith 
insurance cases in Illinois courts and in other 
courts throughout the country. We would be 
happy to meet with you and discuss your 
options. 

3

Tips for Filing a Property Damage 
Claim with Your Own Insurer

Be Extra Careful 
Signing That 
Settlement Release

Courtesy 
FreeDailyCrosswords.com

Shannon Law Group, P.C. • (312) 578-9501 • www.ShannonLawGroup.com



This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to 
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and 
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

The Environmental Working Group (EWG) recently compiled a report based on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) data 
that lifted strawberries to the top of the heap for fruits and vegetables harboring the most pesticide residue. Apples had 
headed the list (“The Dirty Dozen”) the previous � ve years.

The USDA tested over 35,000 samples of fruits and vegetables. Ninety-eight percent of strawberries checked in with 
some form of pesticide residue. Rounding out the Dirty Dozen were nectarines, peaches, celery, grapes, cherries, spinach, 
tomatoes, sweet bell peppers, cherry tomatoes, and cucumbers.

A spokeswoman for the EWG said it’s important that people realize that conventional agriculture relies heavily on pesticides, 
with some crops receiving more than others. She also believes the level of strawberry contamination is “startling,” but even 
more shocking is the fact that it doesn’t violate U.S. laws, which are “weak.”

However, the California Strawberry Commission points out that the USDA information states 
that pesticide residue is not a safety concern. A different analysis concludes that a child 
could have over 1,500 servings of strawberries a day, or other fruits and veggies, and still not 
suffer ill effects from pesticide residue. Others contend that the science used to determine 
the Dirty Dozen list is shaky at best, or at least the interpretation of the data is � awed. 

If you’re not sure what to believe, here’s a safe 
recommendation: Continue to eat fresh fruits 
and vegetables; just wash them thoroughly 
before eating them. Some might suggest 
organic produce as an option, too. But 
that’s a separate controversy for another 
day. 

Strawberries Overtake Apples…
on Pesticide Residue List
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